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respecting their religious rites, ceremonies, &c.
This arises, perhaps, from an unwillingness to
expose themselves to the, ridicule of persons of
totally different national customs and religious
faith; or from a wish simply to keep Europeans
in the dark, under a vague apprehension that
frankness would ultimately prove to their own de-
triment. I had succeeded, notwithstanding, in ac-
cumulating a pretty extensive stock of the requisite
materials, when I accidentally became acquainted
with the liberal-minded author of these sheets.
At my particular request he composed, in the
Duk'hunee language, the treatise now presented to
the public; while I acted merely as a reviser,
and occasionally suggested subjects which had
escaped his memory.
Though the enlightened English reader will
smile at some of the notions gravely propounded
by an Oriental writer, yet I must do my author
the justice to say, that in all my intercourse with
natives of India, I have seldom met with a man
who had so much of the European anode of think-
ing and acting, or who was so indefatigable in
the pursuit of knowledge. He was penetrating
and quick of comprehension; and, according to
my professional judgment, a skilful and scientific
physician.
I have made the translation as literal as the dif-
ferent idioms of the two languages would admit of,